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Introduction

The Marwell team in Kenya, together with our partners, have delivered new and interesting work

for the conser vatin20ib/16 We wouldklikeytobsisare alitHese activities with

you, our donors, in this latest Grewy 6 s zebra conservation report & fu
to you that we can carry on with these initiatives year after year. For this, we would like to thank

you whole heartedly.

We are particularly proud of our work in the far north of Kenya (seeNor t her n Kenya Grev
Project) which has developed into an innovative conservation project, able to support the

livelihoods of 15 local Kenyan households while ensuring a legacy of wildlife based community

engagement for regional peace in our study area and its surrounding landscapes.

As you will see in the text below, the project also provides some very interesting results of
monitoring the Grevyds zebra in this understudied

As usual you will find updates on long-standing national projects such as collaring, stripe 1D
database, building conservation capacity within Kenya, and new methods to monitor this species.

We would like to thank all our long-standing and loyal donors as well as welcome new
organisations that are joining our efforts for conserve this beautiful and endangered
species. We could not do this work to protect the Gi

Section A of this document contains a report of the activities of Marwell Wildlife and its partners
regardingGr evy 6s zebra conservation in the past year.
partners and, as ever, please feel free to ask Tanya for any further information you might require.

In Section B we are presenting our proposed activities for 2015/16 together with their associated
costs.

Groups and organisations mentioned in this report are:

EWCA = Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority

GZT = Gr evy 6 sywwgeehyszabrafustiorg t

GZTC=Gr evyo0s zebra Technical Committee
KWS = Kenya Wildlife Service www.kws.org

Lewa or LWC = Lewa Wildlife Conservancy www.lewa.org

MW / Marwell = Marwell Wildlife www.marwell.org.uk/conservation

NRT = Northern Rangelands Trust www.nrt-kenya.org

Princeton/PU = University of Princeton www.princeton.edu/~equids/people.html
STE = Save the Elephants www.savetheelephants.org

The Status of Bguesygnewy Zebra (

Aninternationalt eam of assessors (Dr Dan Rubenstein, | UCN
Princeton University; Belinda Low-Mackey (GZT); Dr Zeke Davidson (Marwell); Dr Fanuel Kebede

(EWCO) and Sarah King (IUCN)) reviewed the status and distribution of the species last year for

the IUCN Red List, and publication of the result is imminent.

International Studbook

Inthe latesti nt er nat i onal st ud b o5o(langénbarst, ZDi6¢ M idsstutianeid r a 2 0 1
28 countries reported a total of 204.318.0 (522) Gr e v y 6 s Thiz eab lve &roken down into three

managed populations: 90.169.0 (259) animals in 53 institutions are in the EEP; 64.111.0 (175) are

managed by the North American SSP in 37 institutions (US and Canada), and Japan coordinates

8.10.0 (18) animalsin seven zoos. Al | ot her Grevyds zebra are kept i
associated institutions. Together, these populations provide a genetically and demographically

healthy back up to their wild counterparts.

The studbook can be downloaded as a PDF from our website:
https://www.marwell.org.uk/conservation/achievements/studbooks
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Section A. Summary of Activities in 2015/16

In this section we provide a detailed overview of the work we have carried towards Gr evy 6 s zebr &
conservation over the | ast year. Together with ou
Committee and with your financial support we have extended the area in which we operate and

provided crucial monitoring, cooperation with communities, support for the Kenya Wildlife Service.

We would like to thank you for your support, which makes our work in this area possible.

Grevyobs zebra Liaison Office Support

TheGr evy ds Zebr ar(GZLQ) is spansibftofensare that all the stakeholders and
partners involved in the conservation of Grevyods
zebra conservation activities as stipulated in th

agreed during the GZTC meetings.
Once again the EEP has provided funds to enable the current officer, George Anyona, to travel to
meetingsand fully participate inedKWSsupporvy-ds zebra wo

He was fully involved in the planning and
implementaton of the Great Grevy.
January this year, when he was also in charge of
one of the survey teams based in Samburu (Fig
01). You can read more on this further down in
the report.

George was part of the team that planned and
implemented the Great Grevy's Ball that was
held at the beginning of September to celebrate
the release of the Rally results by Mr. Kitili
Mbathi, KWS Director General.

Fig.01: George (far right) and his team during the GGR © Marwell

On a day to day basis, George is responsible for planning and organising the meetings of the

Grevybs Zebra Technical Committee.

Some of the issues addressed in this yearods meet.i
details on some of the points in this report:

1) Thepostbriefing / di scussions of the Great Grevyds R
2) The review of the National Grevyo0s Zebra- Cons:¢
2016
3) Appointment with the new KWS Director General during which the GZTC was represented
by Belinda Low, GZT, Zeke Davidson, Marwell Wildlife, and the GZLO.
4) Disease Response Committee (DRC), Disease workshop Recommendations update and
the way forward.
5) Assessment report for Oserian Sanctuary.
6) Update from Prof Dan Rubenstein, Princeton, on the status of the GGR results.
7) Review of the strategic framework for the national strategy. Already the successes and
gaps have been reviewed meetings with the stakeholders of this strategy will begin soon.
8) Review of plans for the Annual Conference.
9) Update from Prof. Dan Rubenstein on IBEIS/WildBook development.
10) Collaring plans and potential of ear tags.
11) GZ Disease Research.
12) Review any upcoming research projects planned by the members.



Monitoring of Grevyodos zebra

Digital Stripe Pattern Identification Project

The project has constructed a database of field based identifications of all individuals sighted, and
re-sighted, for purposes of obtaining data on the distribution, abundance and connectivity of
Grevyds zebra popul at nmange antd titimatelygnEthiogia as wek Keny a

The national database currently holds 27,135 images up from 22,739 images in the previous year.

We regularly add Gr e thgdatabase with cantributimppareners fiom Maywell

Wildlife, Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, Mpala Research Centre, Gr evy 0s Zebra Trust
Conservancy, Oserian Conservancy and newly added Kenya Wildlife Services in conjunction with

Tsavo Trust. These |l ast two organisations have be
East area, where the only data available until now have been from anecdotal reports. However, a

joint operation with a KWS aerial survey in 2014 sighted 26 individuals that were located from the

air. It was not possible to gather photographic evidence at that time owing to the very timid nature

of these animals. In the intervening two years field personnel have developed protocols for
monitoring the population and the result has been a continuous supply of photographs, allowing

the team to identify 22 Grevyods zebra in recent m

We also draw a considerable number of photos for identification and analysis from the camera trap

net wor k that is deployed as part of our Norther
maintained by a growing team of scouts (Fig. 02). Please read the chapter on the NKGZP that

follows below.

Fig. 02: camera trap photo for Stripe ID © Marwell

Last year we reported on an innovation in pattern recognition software, developed by our partners
at Princeton University under Professor Daniel Rubenstein and his i | maBgsed Ecological
I nformation System (| BEIBES teamtwasamiewa iVildtifdh @nseh@rcy
in June 2016 to upgrade the prototype and further train all users on the new developments. They
also addressed some technical issues that had arisen in the past year. The software under
development is now called WILDBOOK (www.wildbook.org) and the team intends to further
develop it so that each contributing organisation can have a secure account. This is an enormous
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